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this complete guide to batik is an invaluable resource for those interested in batik
history design and weaving here in this volume the author has not only given a
comprehensive and fascinating account of the origins and history of batik with
examples of techniques and design but also includes a complete how to do it
section on modern methods of creating batik the text is lucid and easy to follow
and the simple step by step format will enable the art enthusiast to investigate this
rewarding and creative medium sample batiks by modern artists show what can be
done with craft  skill  and imagination the author  takes the reader  through all
aspects of making a batik from a simple dipping or tie dying to sectional dyeing
and the more intricate five or six color patterns basic materials fabric mixtures wax
temperatures etc are discussed fully and more important the practical problems
often encountered by a beginner are thoughtfully explained here is a book of batik
literally giving you the tricks of the trade

malaysian batik reinventing a tradition traces the history of batik the materials
methods and motifs of the block stamped and hand drawn methods and the ways
in which malaysian batik has been transformed into a craft  with international
appeal batik is more than wax and dye applied to a length of cloth it is an art form
practiced by people around asia with its its bolder abstract designs and its brighter
palette  malaysian  batik  is  a  distinctly  different  type  of  batik  that  has  brought  an
exciting new dimension to this ancient method of fabric art historically seen as a
craft batik making in malaysia today has segued into more of an art form both in
its creation and its uses historically batik fabric was fashioned into sarongs to be
worn by people across all walks of life more often now batik fabrics are used for
lifestyle products as art pieces and above all for contemporary high fashion the
pieces  that  are  created  display  an  originality  of  composition  and  design  an
effective use of color a high level of technical  expertise and a flair  for working in
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the medium that are the hallmarks of  great works of  art  many of  the recent
advances  in  malaysian  batik  are  due  to  the  initiatives  of  the  yayasan  budi
penyayang which has revitalized the malaysian batik industry by adapting it to suit
fashion needs and utilized the asian fashion industry to promote and display its
beauty

with  beautiful  full  color  batik  cloths  and  extensive  historical  and  cultural
commentary batik from the courts of java and sumatra is a fundamental work in
the field of indonesian art and culture batik occupies a special position in indonesia
the extraordinary photographs of cloths and prints in this book demonstrate why
batik is the stuff of textile legend these 71 batik designs taken from the collection
of famed dealer rudolf g smend date from 1880 1930 a time still considered batik s
golden age emanating from the provicial and stately courts of yogyakarta and
surakarta in central  java are hip chest shoulder and head cloths in controlled
orderly geometric patterns in natural soga brown indigo blue black and cream
brighter colors and freer designs on the sarongs made in cirebon pekalongan
lasem and other towns along java s commercial north coast eloquently attest to
the  blending  of  indigenous  forms  motifs  and  colors  with  outside  influences
southern sumatra with its muslim heritage contributed large shoulder cloths and
headscarves often bearing koranic invocations complementing these extraordinary
cloths are 16 vintage photo prints from the leo haks collection which demonstrate
how batik was worn at court and in other settings

this book describes briefly the evolution of batik in the world as an introduction to
the  technique  the  main  aspect  is  the  approach  of  materials  and  the  modus
operandi back cover

batik fabled cloth of java is richly illustrated with color plates of the finest antique
and contemporary batik from thirty museums and private collections around the
world from the royal courts of yogyakarta and cirebon to the coastal towns of
pekalongan  surabaya  and  lasem  inger  mccabe  elliot  takes  the  reader  on  a
spellbinding  tour  of  java  s  north  coast  examining  the  customs  cultures  and
craftsmanship that distinguishes its magic cloth batik fabled cloth of java is a
sumptuous book and now a classic richly illustrated with color plates of the finest
antique and contemporary batik batik from collections all over the world it includes
historical photographs etchings engravings maps and photographs of modern java
this new edition will be welcomed by designers scholars and art lovers alike it is
the product of many years of collecting and on the scene exploration by a leading
photojournalist  whose  life  was  changed  forever  when  she  first  laid  eyes  on  the
wondrous  batik  of  java  s  north  coast

the batik of java has a special place in museum textile collections and aspects of
the art of batik have been discussed at length in countless publications this study
based  on  the  batik  collections  of  the  náprstek  museum raises  a  number  of
questions which have been so far underexplored how strong is the evidence for the
early manufacture of batik in java how and when did batik making become widely
practised there was it made by village women for their own use how and why did
batik  develop  into  an  industry  employing  thousands  of  people  filling  warehouses
with stock to be distributed throughout the indonesian archipelago what was the
effect  of  the  introduction  of  wax  printing  and  of  aniline  dyes  it  is  often  asserted
that batik carries deep meaning to what extent is this really the case when did
batik  depicting  wayang  or  shadow  puppet  figures  start  to  be  made  and  who  for
what  was the role  of  calligraphy batiks  and what  was it  that  drew european
collectors  to  batik  in  the  early  20th  century  what  local  circumstances
governedtheir choices in a series of essays this volume explores these questions
drawing on contemporary sources and providing a wealth of new insights
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one of indonesia s most highly developed art forms batik designs can be traced
back to ancient egypt and other parts of the middle east patterns created with
dyes and a pen dipped into hot wax produce rich and unique color combinations
this stunning collection includes more than 200 of these highly stylized and often
dramatic  batik  designs  depicting  florals  geometrics  winged  creatures  and  other
fanciful images ideal for immediate practical use this handy archive reproduced
directly from a rare authoritative source will supply artists and crafters with an
unusual range of designs and serve as a delightful browsing book for enthusiasts of
asian art and culture

given in honor of regan grace swartzlander by john palmer

the batik designs of java s north coast are particularly varied in both design and
colour with their fanciful highly imaginative motifs and luminous tints they are
more immediately appealing than the sombre blue and brown batik of central java
it  was  a  chance  encounter  in  a  hong  kong  antique  shop  that  inspired
photojournalist inger mccabe elliot to devote over three decades to assembling
one of the world s finest collections which she presented to the los angeles country
museum of art in 1991 this volume published in conjunction with an exhibition at
the  museum  celebrates  elliott  s  gift  and  presents  her  collection  essays  by
authorities on the subject examine the 82 featured batik textiles from historical
cultural and aesthetic perspectives the essays are followed by biographies of some
of the most distinguished batik designers and entrepreneurs and a descriptive
catalogue of the batiks appendices document design formats and motifs as well as
the complete production process of north coast batiks

a  lavishly  illustrated  guide  to  the  work  and  technique  of  the  internationally
renowned artist mary edna fraser has taken the art of batik to otherworldly heights
an internationally renowned artist fraser has had works grace galleries museums
and public buildings throughout the united states creating wonder awe and an
awareness of the environment around us as few artists have had the talent and
vision to manage using fabric wax and dye fraser has transformed the techniques
of batik from its ancient origins and forged new panoramas and vistas of our
unique planet from the sky above us to the ground beneath our feet and even
down to the evocative landscapes that sprawl across the ocean floor these images
not only astonish us with their allure they also remind of us of our place in the
world and our responsibility to respect and care for it part history and guide to the
challenging techniques of this form the batik art of edna fraser affords not only a
full  color introduction to fraser s stunning perceptions of the glaciers icebergs
coastlines atmospheres mountains and rivers that grace our globe but gives us an
intimate look at the artist at work and the philosophies that guide her singular
imagination as well bold beautiful thoughtful and always visceral fraser s art invites
us outside to see with new eyes the horizons that surround us and inside to see
ourselves in our inextricable connection with the land the seas the skies the earth
as we are woven together as one in the fabric of our existence on this our home
the vibrant blue planet hurtling through space and time

batik occupies a special place in indonesian culture each fabric has a rich story to
tell as a reflection of the nation s religious beliefs sophisticated court cultures and
cosmopolitan history the extraordinary textiles in this book are from the collections
of rudolf smend and donald harper most date from the period 1880 to 1930 when
the art of batik reached its apogee having collected historical batik for over thirty
years and published two books on the subject rudolf smend has invited his friend
and  fellow  batik  specialist  donald  harper  to  contribute  his  fine  collection  to  this
publication as well none of the batik in this book have been published before they
represent an exquisite cross section of  the batik  production of  java the most
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important batik producing region in the world the cloths are complemented by
vintage photographs from the first quarter of the 20th century demonstrating how
the batik were worn at court and at home three are from museums in dresden and
cologne while three are from the private collection of leo haks the others have
been collected over the past 30 years from private sources in java the captions are
by maria wronska friend an ethnologist and batik expert who frequently visits
indonesian batik centers and has worked for many years as an anthropologist in
papua new guinea her contributions provide fundamental knowledge for lovers of
this art form while at the same time providing new insights for experts rudolf
smend has invited other batik aficionados of his generation to share their passion
for batik in this book inger mccabe elliott author of the bestselling batik fabled
cloth of java has contributed her lifelong experience other authorities like annegret
haake brigitte khan majlis and jonathan hope share their views and expertise in
these pages this book represents a labor of love and a lifetime of friendship for the
two authors who hope it will provide inspiration to a whole new generation of batik
lovers
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